
 

 

DRAFT 

 

BLOOMFIELD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

There was a regular meeting of the Bloomfield Town Council held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 

September 12, 2016 in Council Chambers, Bloomfield Town Hall, 800 Bloomfield Avenue, 

Bloomfield, CT.   

  

Present were:  Mayor Joan Gamble, Deputy Mayor Schulman, Councilors Patrick DeLorenzo, Joel 

Neuwirth, Derrick Seldon, Leon Rivers and Joseph Washington  

 

Also present were: Sharron Howe, Assistant to the Town Manager, Cindy Coville, Director of 

Human Resources, Attorney Marc Needelman and India M. Rodgers, Clerk of Council 

 

Absent were:  Councilors Wayne Hypolite, Joseph Merritt and Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town 

Manager 

 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The meeting began with the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

Recognition of Blue Hills Fire Explorers 

 

Mayor Gamble presented the following youth a recognition certificate for their completion of the 

Blue Hill Fire Explorers Program: 

 

 Rohaine Brown 

 Maricle Hyde 

 Essence Squirwell 

 Tyler Heron 

 

Recognition Certificate to Swift Textile Metalizing LLC, Mr. Steve Sigmon 

 

Mayor Gamble and Deputy Mayor Schulman presented a recognition certificate to Mr. Steve 

Sigmon of Swift Textile Metalizing LLC for their contributions in U.S. manufacturing that 

specializes in the design, development and production of a wide range of electrically conductive 

and reflective metalized fabrics.  They were also the recipient of the Lockheed Martin’s Top 25 

Supplier Award. 



 

 

 

 

Proclamation – National Library Card Sign Up Month 

 

Mayor Gamble read a proclamation designating the month of September as National Library Card 

Sign Up Month in the Town of Bloomfield. 

 

 

CITIZENS STATEMENTS & PETITIONS 

 

1. Penny Parson, 229 Duncaster Road, spoke regarding the meeting agendas and 

minutes format as they relate to all Boards and Commissions.  She suggested that all 

agendas and minutes should be available on the website for interest and review of the 

citizenry.  In addition, she recommended several enhancements to the existing 

website.  (See Attached) 

 

 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

 

Community Services – Councilor Seldon stated that a formal report will be given at the next 

scheduled Council meeting. 

 

Administration & Education – The last meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at 6:30 

p.m. was cancelled. 

 

Golf – Councilor Rivers gave a brief report of the last meeting held on Monday, August 22, 2016 

at 6:00 p.m.  There was no quorum for the meeting, however there was a lengthy discussion with 

public concerns about walking trails around the golf course.  The Connectivity Committee and 

several volunteer groups are a working group in resolving issues regarding the proposed walking 

path recommendations. 

 

Public Safety – Councilor Washington read a detailed report of the last meeting held. 

 

Committee on Committees – The next scheduled meeting of this subcommittee will be held on 

Monday, September 19, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Land Use & Economic Development – The next meeting of this subcommittee will be held on 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

OLD BUSINESS 



 

 

 

FY 15/16-83:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Policy 110.04 (Meeting Agenda Format 

and Minutes) 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Rivers and voted unanimously 

to adopt Policy 110.04 – Meeting Agenda Format and Minutes as outlined.  (See Attached) 

 

FY 15/16-84:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Policy 110.05 (Bloomfield Town Council 

– Rules of Procedure) 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo and voted 

unanimously to adopt Policy 110.05 – Bloomfield Town Council – Rules of Procedure (new 

format; no change in content) as outlined.  (See Attached) 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

FY 16/17-7: Consider and Take Action Regarding Tax Refunds 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted 

unanimously to approve tax refunds (per the attached list). 

 

FY 16/17-8:  Consider and Take Action Regarding Bond Refinancing  

 

This item was referred to the Finance Subcommittee for review and recommendation. 

 

FY 16/17-9: Consider and Take Action Regarding Adoption of the 2017/2018 Budget 

Calendar 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted 

unanimously to adopt the budget calendar for Fiscal Year 2017-2018.  (See Attached) 

 

FY 16/17-10: Discussion and Possible Action Regarding the Community Awareness Task 

Force 

 

Councilor Seldon gave a brief history of the Community Awareness Taskforce duties and charges 

since its conception in February 23, 1977.  He also elaborated on having a broad awareness of 

human relations as a whole.  The Community Services subcommittee recommended the 

reinstitution of the Community Awareness Taskforce. 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo inquired about updating the charges, scope and review for the current need 

of the taskforce. 

 



 

 

Councilor Washington stated that he was delighted and encouraged about reestablishing this 

taskforce. 

 

Councilor Neuwirth also informed Council that he was a Chair of this taskforce in the past and 

stated that they played an important role in the community.  He also stated that a lot can be done 

to improve and resolve community issues. 

 

It was moved by Councilor Seldon, seconded by Deputy Mayor Schulman and voted unanimously 

to reactivate the Community Awareness Task Force.  

There was a friendly amendment to include the following: 

 This subcommittee should include 15-25 town residents 

 This taskforce should be composed of a diverse group of individuals, regarding 

ethnicity and party affiliation. 

 This taskforce should be reflective of the minority population in town. 

 This taskforce should also be reflective of the geography of the town. 

 

This item was referred to Committee on Committees subcommittee for review and 

recommendation. 

 

REPORT FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN MANAGER 

 

Mayor’s Report 

 

Mayor Gamble announced additions to the Human Services Building Committee: 

 John Sheehan 

 Kenneth McCleary 

 Alan Budkofsky 

 

In addition, Mayor Gamble addressed and commented on several concerns of citizens regarding 

Council decisions with several capital improvement projects: 

 Council commitment to have the library renovated in the future, delay for lack of land to 

be acquired. 

 Public Works building renovation should be completed regardless of land acquisition 

issues. 

 Council members are against verbal attacks on Council. 

 Council members are against the public making defamation remarks of character on Social 

Media. 

 Letter of Correspondence received regarding no valid information regarding 330 Park 

Avenue. Mayor Gamble noted scope, plans and building materials submitted by 



 

 

Centerbrook Architects.  She reminded the public to ask questions before making 

accusations. 

 

Town Manager’s Report  

 

Mrs. Sharron Howe, Assistant to the Town Manager reported the following updates to the Town 

Council: 

 

 The quarterly Town Newsletter will be issued by the end of September 2016. 

 There were 500 backpacks distributed at the 7th Annual Back to School Fun Fair on August 

20, 2016. 

 On September 24, 2016 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m., there will be a Lisa Lane Celebration. 

 Mr. David Melesko led a walk at Wintonbury Hills Golf Course on the proposed walking 

trail on September 2, 2016. 

 The next Connectivity Meeting is scheduled for September 29, 2016. 

 On September 22, 2016, the Senior Center will sponsor their annual Senior Expo. 

 There are ongoing updates with the website conversion with our new vendor, Virtual Town 

Hall. 

 As a reminder, residents are to dispose electronics at the Transfer Station in Windsor, 

located at 500 Huckleberry Road. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was moved by Councilor Rivers, seconded by Councilor Neuwirth and voted unanimously 

to approve the minutes of August 8, 2016. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

 

Councilor DeLorenzo gave a brief update on Filley Park.  The project is well underway with the 

completion of Phase I improvements. Several items have been identified for sponsorship. If anyone 

is interested in donating for sponsorship, please contact filleypark@gmail.com, filleypark.org or 

mail to P.O. Box 170, Bloomfield, CT 06002.  Councilor DeLorenzo also reminded residents to 

remember those in need and support the local Bloomfield Food Bank. 

 

Deputy Mayor Schulman recommended a referral to the Administration & Education 

subcommittee meeting for purposes of discussing the Town, Plan and Zoning (TPZ) design or 

review functions.  He stated that this function is critical and necessary for this commission. 

 

Councilor Washington thanked the Town of Bloomfield and Mr. Philip K. Schenck, Jr., Town 

Manager for their efforts in prioritizing duties to complete several road repairs in town.  He also 

mailto:filleypark@gmail.com


 

 

requested residents to participate in the Million Man March, September 19, 2016 to support all 

youth attending Bloomfield Public Schools, to congratulate them on a great school year ahead. 

 

Councilor Rivers mentioned that schools are paramount to the growth of any town.  Mayor Gamble 

and Councilor Rivers attended an awards ceremony in which Bloomfield High School received a 

$10,000 grant for their media center.  He also noted that enrollment at the high school has increased 

by 66 students. 

 

On September 13, 2016, the Bloomfield Board of Education will host a meeting outlining their 

model used to increase standardized test scores as well as community efforts to increase overall 

enrollment. 

 

Councilor Seldon congratulated Bloomfield High School won their 1st football home game.  He 

also thanked all 50 sponsors and vendors who participated with the Back to School Fun Fair.  He 

also thanked the Bloomfield Board of Education for their generous donation to this event. In 

addition, Councilor Seldon thanked Mr. Brad Davis for his role as master of ceremonies for the 

day.  There were approximately 500 backpacks issued to students in town. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  

 

At 8:40 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor DeLorenzo 

and voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session A. – Discussion and Possible Action 

Regarding Labor Contract Ratification. 

At 9:05 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor 

Washington and voted unanimously to exit Executive Session A.    

It was also moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Seldon and voted 

unanimously to add the following to the next Council Agenda: 

 FY 16/17-11:  Consider and Take Action Regarding the Proposed Contract between 

the Town of Bloomfield and Teamsters Local 671. 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Washington and voted 

unanimously to approve the contract between the Town of Bloomfield and Teamsters Local 

671 for a period of July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2019. 

At 9:08 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor Rivers and 

voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session B. – Discussion Concerning Pending 

Claims and Litigation. 

At 9:23 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor 

Washington and voted unanimously exit Executive Session B. 

 

ADJOURNMENT      



 

 

 

At 9:24 p.m., it was moved by Deputy Mayor Schulman, seconded by Councilor 

Washington to adjourn the meeting. 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


